Question Bank

Grade 8  English – Final Exam, June 2011

Drama – ‘Merchant of Venice’

1. Who do you think is the ‘merchant’ in the title of the play ‘Merchant of Venice’ and why? Support your answer with reference to the text.
2. ANTONIO: 
I pray you, good Bassanio, let me know it;
And if it stand, as you yourself still do,
Within the eye of honour, be assured,
My purse, my person, my extremest means,
Lie all unlock'd to your occasions.

BASSANIO: 
In my school-days, when I had lost one shaft,
I shot his fellow of the self-same flight
The self-same way with more advised watch,
To find the other forth, and by adventuring both
I oft found both: I urge this childhood proof,
Because what follows is pure innocence.
I owe you much, and, like a wilful youth,
That which I owe is lost; but if you please
To shoot another arrow that self way
Which you did shoot the first, I do not doubt,
As I will watch the aim, or to find both
Or bring your latter hazard back again
And thankfully rest debtor for the first.
Comment on the friendship between Antonio & Bassanio from the above lines.

3. Write a detailed character sketch of Antonio. In what way is he not the hero of the play though it appears as if he is? 
4. Compare and contrast the three suitors of Portia in the play – Morocco, Aragon and Bassanio. What reasons do they give for the choice of the casket that they eventually choose? In what way is it representative of their character?
5. Compare and contrast the inscriptions that the three caskets in the casket puzzle bear. What is the true meaning of each as evidenced by the end of the play? What are the scrolls inside each and what is the significance of what they say?
6.            “Hath a dog money? Is it possible 

 A cur can lend three thousand ducats? Or
Shall I bend low, and in a bondman’s key

With bated breath, and whispering humbleness

Say this:

‘Fair sir, you spat on me Wednesday last, 

You spurned me such a day, another time

You called me dog; and for these courtesies

I’ll lend you thus much moneys’?
Explain the above lines with reference to the text and what it tells us of the two main players in this play.

7. Considering Shylock has tolerated insults for years, what is the critical point in the play which hardens his heart and makes him demand his pound of flesh? Explain your stand with references to the text.

8. PORTIA: 
If to do were as easy as to know what were good to
do, chapels had been churches and poor men's
cottages princes' palaces. It is a good divine that
follows his own instructions: I can easier teach
twenty what were good to be done, than be one of the
twenty to follow mine own teaching. The brain may
devise laws for the blood, but a hot temper leaps
o'er a cold decree: such a hare is madness the
youth, to skip o'er the meshes of good counsel the
cripple. But this reasoning is not in the fashion to
choose me a husband. O me, the word 'choose!' I may
neither choose whom I would nor refuse whom I
dislike; so is the will of a living daughter curbed
by the will of a dead father. Is it not hard,
Nerissa, that I cannot choose one nor refuse none?
Comment on Portia’s thoughts about the way she needs to choose a husband? 

In what way does it reflect the society and times in which the play takes place? 
9.          “Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a Jew hands, organs, 

dimensions, senses, affections, passions? Fed with


the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject



to the same diseases, healed by the same means,



warmed and cooled by the same winter and 



summer, as a Christian is? If you prick  us do we



not bleed? If you tickle us do we not laugh? If you



poison us do we not die? And if you wrong us shall



we not revenge? If we are like you in the rest, we 



will resemble you in that. If a Jew wrong a 



Christian, what is his humility? Revenge. If a



Christian wrong a Jew, what should his sufferance 



be by Christian example? Why revenge. The villainy 

you teach me I  will execute”

Explain the above lines with reference to the text. What is the significance of these 
lines to the play and to the interpretation of the play as an anti-Semitic play?

10.            Portia: “Beshrew your eyes,
They have o’erlooked me, and divided me;

One half is yours, the other half yours-

Mine own I would say, but if mine then yours,

And so all yours. O these naughty times

Puts bars between the owners and their rights.

And so though yours, not yours. Prove it so,

Let fortune go to hell, not I.”

Comment on the above lines with reference to the text. How does it explain Portia’s later actions to help Bassanio and Antonio?

11. How does Portia win the case for Antonio? Explain how Shylock’s extreme hatred for Antonio consumes him and ultimately becomes his undoing in the trial scene.
12. As the trial in the Duke’s court unfolds, we learn that the bond, which Antonio had agreed to, was infructuous, i.e. it was illegal to begin with and unenforceable in law. Given the fact, that both Antonio and Bassanio, were wealthy, knowledgeable men of Venetian aristocracy, is it possible that they knew of this fact from the beginning and contrived to enter into a conspiracy to deprive Shylock of his wealth? Take a stand for or against this proposition and argue your case with references to the text.

Poetry

 

1. Why do you think people surround the poet’s mother, yet do nothing to save her in ‘The Night of the Scorpion’? What does the poem tell us about the people of those times?
2. What do we learn about relationships from ‘The Frog & the Nightingale’? Why did the frog plan to rid the bog of the nightingale? What is the moral of the poem?
3. What poetic devices are used in the poem ‘Oh Captain! My Captain’? How does the poet make this eulogy of a specific person (in this case Abraham Lincoln), into a universally meaningful patriotic poem?
4. What is the irony in ‘Ozymandias’? How does the poet make this a cautionary tale for all autocrats everywhere? 

5. Why do you think ‘Where the mind is without fear’ has been chosen as the school song? What’s the message it conveys to readers everywhere, even though the context in which it was written was different?

6. What is the theme of the poem, ‘If’? Give the gist and meaning of the poem. What relevance, if any, does the poem have in the world today? What is its relevance for you? 

7. Why is ‘Lochinvar’ considered a romantic poem? Do the values extolled in the poem have any resonance among the young today? Why or why not?
Prose

Onward English
1. In ‘The Case of the Observant Jeweller’, why do you think William Morris is successful in solving the case with relative ease? What does this tell us about him as a person?
2. Comment on the relationships you observe in ‘Looking at People’? In what way are these relationships different yet the norm in society?
3. In “The World in a Wall” highlight the role humour plays in delineating an otherwise minor family incident? How does the writer show he had great empathy for the natural world even as a child? 
4. Compare and contrast the actions of the writer and his family during the incident at the lunch table, in ‘The World in a Wall’. In what way is the family’s reaction the norm in society and how does this affect the natural world around us?
Stories of Ourselves

1. What do you think was the secret in the story ‘Secrets’? Why do you think the Aunt behaved the way she did? What do you think of her actions in this story?
2. What was the ‘taste’ in ‘The taste of watermelon’ that the writer experiences? In what way was the watermelon also symbolic of Mr.Wills personality?

3. How does the writer bring out the class differences in ‘On her knees’? Who do you empathise with by the end of the story and why? 

4. Comment on the setting of the story ‘The Lemon Orchard’. Why do you think the writer chose this setting? Why do we end up admiring the coloured man by the end of the story? In what way is this story meaningful to a global audience?

5. Highlight the role of wit and humour in building up the climax in the story ‘A Horse and Two Goats’. Why do you think the writer has been so successful in creating such a compelling story using a protagonist we wouldn’t normally notice in our daily lives?
6. What is the moral of ‘The Happy Prince’? Why does the writer contrast the behavior of the councillors with that of the swallow and the happy prince? 
7. Why do you think the writer gives a spiritual twist to the ending of the story ‘The Happy Prince’? How effective is the use of a folktale style of telling a story in communicating the author’s concern of an ethical and moral vacuum in society?

8. Who is the lady in ‘The Lady in the Looking Glass’? In what way is the shape of the looking glass symbolic of the way the writer approaches the issues confronting her. Why do you think the writer adopts this approach and how effective is it according to you?
9. In ‘There will come soft rains’, how does the writer bring out the full extent and horror of what has happened? Why do you think the writer shows the house catching fire and then lets a single wall remain standing?

10. What do we learn about the family that lived in the house in ‘There will come soft rains’? Why do we feel their presence though they no longer exist? What is the house symbolic of?
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