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7. The Frog And The Nightingale
– Vikram Seth
‘Vikram Seth’ is a well-known poet in India. He was born in 1952 in Calcutta (Kolkata). He studied in Tonbridge school (Kent), then in Oxford. ‘The Frog And The Nightingale’ is an interesting fable in which the poet focuses on the cunningness of so-called musicians and critics, It brings home the fact how some people kill the creativity of others in the name of rules and conventions. This poem represents such people.
 

STANZAS FOR COMPREHENSION
Read the following stanzas and answer the questions that follow :
(1)
                                                                        Other creatures loathed his voice,
                                                                        But, alas, they had no choice.
                                                                        And the crass cacophony
                                                                        Blared out from the sumac tree
                                                                        At whose foot the frog each night
                                                                        Minstrelled on till morning light.

Questions
(a) Whose voice is referred to here ?
(b) Why did the other creatures loathe that voice ?
(c) Where did the frog live ?
(d) What does ‘minstrelled on till morning light’ mean ?
Answers
(a) Frog’s voice is referred to here.
(b) They loathed it because it was loud, unpleasant, crass, meaningless and jarring to the ear.
(c) It lived under the foot of a sumac tree in the Bingle Bog.
(d) It means that the frog continued to croak loudly, irritating others all through the night.

 

(2)
                                                                        Dumbstruck sat the gaping frog,
                                                                        And the whole admiring bog
                                                                        Stared towards the sumac, rapt,
                                                                        And, when she had ended, clapped.

Questions
(a) Who is ‘she’ in these lines ?
(b) Why was the frog dumbstruck ?
(c) Why was everyone starting ‘towards the sumac, rapt’ ?
(d) Explain the phrase : ‘whole admiring bog’.
(e) What had been the frog’s experience at the sumac tree ?
Answers
(a) ‘She’ here is the nightingale.
(b) The frog was dumbstruck as he had never heard such a sweet and melodious voice.
(c) Everyone was used to the frog’s loud and jarring voice. They were surprised to hear a melodious voice coming from the sumac tree and stared in disbelief.
(d) All the creatures in the bog appreciated and applauded the melodious voice of the nightingale.
(e) All the bog creatures hated the frog’s coarse and jarring voice. They tried to silence him by stones, sticks and bricks and by insulting him and even complaining against him, but all their efforts had failed to silence him

 

(3)
                                                                        ‘‘The technique was fine, of course,
                                                                        But it lacked a certain force.’’
                                                                        ‘‘Oh ! the nightingale confessed.
                                                                        Greatly flattered and impressed.........

Questions
(a) Name the poem and the poet.
(b) Which ‘technique’ is referred to here ?
(c) How did the listener react to these words ?
Answers
(a) The name of the poem is ‘The Frog and the Nightingale and the name of the poet is ‘Vikram Seth’.
(b) It refers to the nightingale’s singing technique.
(c) The listener i.e., the nightingale felt flattered by these words of praise and she thought the frog to be a great critic.

 

(4)
                                                                        Now the nightingale, inspired
                                                                        Flushed with confidence, and fired
                                                                        With both art and adoration,
                                                                        Sang - and was a huge sensation.

Questions
(a) What inspired the nightingale ?
(b) Why did she become a sensation ?
(c) How did the cunning frog take advantage of the nightingale ?
Answers
(a) When the frog’s accepted her as a trainee she was inspired.
(b) As she sang with ‘art’ and adoration, she was admired by one and all and thus became a ‘sensation’.
(c) The frog counted heads and charged admission fee and thus became a self appointed tutor by charging money from the nightingale.

 

 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS
Q. 1. Describe the first meeting between the nightingale and the frog.
Ans. A nightingale sang her melodious song one moon-lit night. It made the frog dumbstruck. All the creatures in the bog cheered her song. On the second night, the frog came there and introduced himself to her when she got ready to sing. He introduced himself as the owner of the tree and as a great critic of music.
Q. 2. Why did the frog appear to the nightingale like a Mozart in disguise ?
Ans. The frog told the nightingale that he was a great critic of music and tactically said that her song was good but at the same time there are a great room for improvement. The nightingale admitted that there was nothing divine in her song, but she felt proud of her song. Infact the frog was a crafty fellow and planned to eliminate his rival in the bog. So he pointed out that she was a beginner in the art of singing and needed proper training. He would impart training to her and make her a winner. The nightingale felt encouraged and so the frog appeared to her like a Mozart in disguise.
Q. 3. Now the frog puffed up with rage.
             ‘‘Brainless bird – you’re on the stage
             Use your wits – follow fashion.
             Puff your lungs out with your passion.’’
      (a) Why was the frog so angry ?
      (b) Do you think that the nightingale was truly ‘‘brainless’’ ?
             (Give two reasons to support your answer).
      (c) In what way did the frog become the unrivalled king of the bog once again ?
Ans. (a) The frog was so angry because the nightingale had lost its melody and he was earning less money.
(b) Yes, the nightingale was truly ‘brainless’ and she could not see through the trick of the frog. Moreover, she could not know why the frog had been taxing her to sing a lot.
(c) The frog became the unrivalled king of the bog once again as the nightingale had died.
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